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Proposal to transfer foreign Board of Geographic Ifeoma 
responsibilities to CIA 

Conversation between Assistant Sec rotary Wormser of 
Interior and Mr. Aiaorjr 


1# I stated that the proposal conts-ned in Mr* Wormser * s 
letter of 29 June X 956 to the Director had been thorou ghly studied a nd 
reviewed fey competent personnel of CIA and that their reecmsaandation had 
been reviewed and approved by the Director. I said that it had been, 
concluded that CIA could not concur in the proposed transfer to it of 
the BQJf functions and that therefore if a letter w lar to the one 
submitted la draft to the Director were to be officially dispatched, 
the Director would reply in the negative. 

2. I want right on to develop our reasoning along the following 
line®. We concurred in the undesirability and inappropriateness of 
the current assi&ment to the Department of Interior of work in a foreign 
field and would do everything we could to help Interior dispose of these 
raoctlons to an appropriate agency or department. We felt strongly that 
this work 'was not within our assigned, statutory and JSC functions except 
Cv incidentally and partially, I pointed out that our production of maps 
was Halted to hitfily specialized ones and that the prim® . .producers were 
Ideated in the ^jmrtasct of Dcf enae . I also pointed out tSt the serious 
issues that were ^solved from time to time hy the Board on the 'basis of 
continuing studies performed by Interior 1 s Office of Geography involved 
questions of foreign policy falling particularly within the responsibility 
the Department of State (e.g. should German or Polish be used for 
piece- -s* names in the Trane^der-Nelsse area). I concluded by saying that 
m did not think it appropriate to make a reoomaiMslaUon that a specific 
department of the government be charged with this function but amrcly 
pointed out the fact that the issue involved several departments a. id age ncie s 
outside of Interior and CIA. Therefor*, I recommended that CIA join with 
Interior in asking the Bureau of the Budget to seise itself of the problem. 

3* Hr. Wenaser accepted the foregoing very oordialoy merely reiterating 
his strong conclusion that the present situation, whereby Interior has the 
nominal responsibility but is not allowed to get any funds to carry it out 
earwspt toe subsidies now received from CIA and Defease, must be altered. 
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I Mid that X thougit the procedure I recommended could oome up with a 
•elution in ample time to hare it effective at the beginning of FT 1?58 
which was the target date* He canvaeed the idea of having Secretary 
Sea-ton call Hr. Brundage but ire finally agreed that the simplest pro- 
cedure was to have a preliminary meeting with the appropriate -working 
levels of the Budget as a starter. Hie Administrative Assistant in 
•harge of Budgetary Affairs will call ate next week and together we will 
arrange to meet with ifeisrs. Perry and Wilhelm and the Budget people 
Who handle Interior matters to set forth the problem and determine further 
procedures for handling it. 


K0HE3T AMGRX, JR. \ 
Deputy Director/lntelligence 
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